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For those of you who have received The Clay Piper each quarter and have had the opportunity to hear us

play at any one of the many events we have performed. Thanks for sharing and supporting the Scottish Heritage. We work hard to
play our best at each of our events. If you have been to our website you may have seen much of this but I would like to display it in
this quarter of The Clay Piper.

First Coast Highlanders
We are a Scottish Highland Bagpipe and Drum band based in Clay County Florida.
First Coast Highlanders is Clay County's premier bagpipe band formed in 2016. Formally known as Clay County Sheriff's Office Pipe and
Drum band. We are a 501C (3) non-profit corporation. Donations to our band
are always acceptable and keep our band alive. Your donations are tax deductible.
First Coast Highlanders is a performance and entertainment bagpipe band, a
teaching organization, and a cultural group. We are a community-based band
promoting Celtic culture through music. Our goal is to encourage and support the
Celtic culture in our community by providing instruction to anyone interested in

learning the Great Highland Bagpipes and Scottish Drums. Lessons are provided
free of charge to anyone willing to commit the time and self-discipline to learn.
Our band is the host band for the Northeast Florida Scottish Highland Games and the Saint Augustine
Celtic Festival. We also participate in many community events and church service. We also associate with other non-profit organizations and military organizations.
We meet for rehearsal every Thursday evening at the Orange Park Presbyterian Church located at 1905 Park Avenue, Orange Park,
FL. Lesson's start at 5:00 pm. Performing band members start at 6:00 pm. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE GIVE US A CALL.
Everyone is welcome, please, come join us.

Mission and Goal Statement
First Coast Highlanders, Inc. mission is to encourage and support the Celtic culture in our community by providing instruction to anyone
interested in learning the great highland bagpipes or highland drums. Lessons are provided free of charge to anyone that is willing to
commit the time and self-discipline to learn.
Our goal is to strive for excellence in musical performance and ceremonial drill, to increase knowledge of Celtic heritage and culture in
the community through performance of traditional Celtic music and the display of traditional dress.

First Coast Highlanders—UPCOMING EVENTS
======== 2021 ========
November 6 (Saturday) - All Day—Middleburg Fall Festival—Palmetto St Middelburg, FL
November 11 (Thursday) — 11:00 AM— Veterans Day Memorial Services— Magnolia Cemetery, Orange Park, FL
======== 2022 ========
January 12 (Wednesday) - 11:00 AM— Ronald Parker Memorial Service—Ron Parker Park, Saint Augustine Beach, FL
January 23 (Sunday) - 10:30 AM—Kirkin of the Tartan—Saint Simons Presbyterian Church—St. Simons Island, GA
February 19 (Saturday) - All Day—Mount Dora Scottish Festival—Mt Dora, FL
February 20 (Sunday) - 10:00 AM—Kirkin of the Tartan—Saint Giles Presbyterian Church—Orange Park, FL
February 26 (Saturday) - ALL Day—NE Florida Scottish Games & Festival –Clay County Fair Grounds—Green Cove Springs, FL

Remember - 11th November 1918
Armistice Day, marks the end of hostilities in World War I. The guns were silenced, finally, on the
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. Scotland accounted for some 10% of the United
Kingdom's population, but 147,609 Scots were killed during the war, a fifth of the Country's War
Dead.
On the 11th of November each year, the United Kingdom, holds a national 2 minutes of silence at 1100 hrs. to remember the
British and Commonwealth fallen of the First and Second World Wars and subsequent conflicts. There has only been one year, in
1968, since the Second World War when a British Service person has not been killed on active service.
When you go home tell them of us and say: “for your tomorrow we gave our today"

We wear Poppies as a mark of remembrance.
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields
By Lt Col John McCrae 1915
"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old,
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the Sun, and in the morning,

We will remember them."
Laurence Binyon For The Fallen" (1914)

"When you go home tell them of us and say: for your tomorrow we gave our today"

Thank You to our Sponsors
Diane Dew at Converging Currents continually provides First Coast Highlanders with her support

contributing her skills and expertise, assisting in the printing of our quarterly newsletter The Clay
Piper. At a moments notice Diane provides advertising posters for many of our events. “
Converging Currents will also print your business cards, letter heads and much more. Follow the
link and get your order in for a great job. Converging Currents is your turnkey creative source. Our award-winning writers, editors,
designers and photographers, with a sales team that has a proven record, can cost effectively handle project management, create custom content, provide website & SEO development and much more - in print, digital and social media. Converging currents.com

When a piper or drummer needs assistance in making repairs to their instrument or even
buying a new set of pipes or a drum, Henderson’s is our go to place for our band
products. Henderson’s has assisted First Coast Highlanders in the purchase of a new set
of bagpipes for one of our students. They continually provide guidance to band members
for technical assistance or when purchasing any of their many products. They have kept
us supplied with reliable reeds for all of our pipers. Located in Traverse City, MI, they will ship all your bagpipe band supplies and
much more. You can scan their website https://hendersongroupltd.com to locate what you need and if you have a question about
your bagpipe or drum, they have the professional ready to assist you with a simple phone call.

Scottish History Edinburgh

Castle

Edinburgh Castle is one of the oldest fortified places in Europe. With a long rich history as a royal residence, military garrison, prison,
and fortress, it is alive with many exciting tales. When you climb Castle Hill, you will walk in the footsteps of soldiers, kings, and queens
– and even the odd pirate or two. Though parts of it remain in military use, the castle is now a world-famous visitor attraction. It’s also
an iconic part of the Old and New Towns of Edinburgh World Heritage Site.
Edinburgh Castle’s origins are truly ancient, reaching back into prehistory. Set upon its mighty rock, Edinburgh Castle’s strategic advantage
is clear. Seeing the site’s military potential, Iron Age people built a hill
fort on the rock. Early medieval poetry tells of a war band that feasted here for a year before riding to their deaths in battle.
The castle is the most besieged place in Britain. In 1639 the castle
was captured in just 30 minutes, taken by Covenanter forces led by
the distinguished General Alexander Leslie. A Jacobite force failed to
capture the castle during the Rising of 1715 thanks to poor planning.
The ladder they brought to scale the ramparts turned out to be too
short. As well as guarding great moments in history, the castle has
suffered many sieges. During the Wars of Independence, it changed
hands many times. In 1314, the Scots retook the castle from the
English in a daring night raid led by Thomas Randolph, nephew of Robert the Bruce. The castle defenses have evolved over hundreds of
years. Mons Meg, one of the greatest medieval cannons ever made, was given to King James II in 1457. The Half Moon Battery, built in
the aftermath of the Lang Siege of 1573, was armed for 200 years by bronze guns known as the Seven Sisters. Six more guns defend the
Argyle Battery, with its open outlook to the north. The castle contains a Royal Residence. The Honors of Scotland are the oldest Crown
jewels in Britain. The Honors of Scotland are the oldest Crown jewels in Britain. Made of gold, silver, and precious gems, they were
created in Scotland and Italy during the reigns of James IV and James V. The crown, scepter and sword of state were first used together
for the coronation of a monarch in 1543, when Mary Queen of Scots came to the throne. The iconic Stone of Destiny, used for centuries
to inaugurate monarchs, is also on display in the Crown Room.
Edinburgh Castle was home to kings and queens for many centuries.
Queen Margaret (who was later made a saint) died here in 1093. The
chapel built in her honor by her son, King David I, is Edinburgh’s
oldest building. St Margaret’s Chapel still hosts weddings and
christenings today.
The Great Hall, completed in 1511 for King James IV, hosted grand
banquets and state events. But the king had little time to enjoy his
new addition. James IV died at the Battle of Flodden in 1513, fighting
English forces sent by his brother-in-law, King Henry VIII of England.
Above the door to the Royal Palace are the gilded initials MAH – for Mary Queen of Scots and her second husband Henry Stewart, Lord
Darnley. Mary gave birth to James VI in the Royal Palace in 1566. He became king of Scotland at 13 months old and united the crowns
of Scotland and England in 1603. ============

Welcome New Pipers
Ltjg Sean McKay comes to First Coast Highlanders as a Entomologist
with the US Navy. Sean has been under instruction as a piping
student for the past six months and is now ready to transition to
Pipes. Sean has recently purchased his bagpipes and will continue
his piping instruction. in a short time he will advance into the
pipers circle.
Welcome Sean.

Big welcome to Piper Dennis McCarthy. Dennis comes to
First Coast Highlanders as an experienced piper of 18 years.
He previously played with Treasure Coast Pipes and Drums
band where he was the pipe major in Port St Luci, FL.
Welcome
Dennis

SPONSORS – THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Northeast Florida
Highland
• Orange Park Presbyterian Church
Susanne Tenney in memory of Beverly Radez • Robert C Simpson
Dr. June

• Romanza Augustine• First Coast Cardiovascular Institute
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Alexis Malcolm Kilts
Cmdr. and Mrs. James Roberts • Stephen and Jane
John Lynch • D. Scott McClelland• Greg and Dora McClelland • Blane and Diane Wilson
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